
 

 

Fish & Wildlife Board 

**APPROVED** Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, April 21, 2010 

 

 

The Fish & Wildlife Board held a meeting on Wednesday, April 21, 2010, in the Skylight conference 

room of the State Office Complex at 103 South Main Street in Waterbury, Vermont. 

 

Attendees: 

 

Board Members:  Brian Ames, Chair; Ed Gallo, Vice Chair; Pete Allard, Jeremy Baker, Wayne 

Barrows, Walt Driscoll, Gary P. Gibbs, Cyndy Jones, Craig O. Lantagne, John Roy, Jeffrey Salvador, 

and Grant Spates. 

 

Absent:  Bob Shannon and R. Keith Armstrong. 

 

Fish & Wildlife Department Employees:  Commissioner Wayne Laroche, David Englander (legal 

counsel), Col. David LeCours (Director, Law Enforcement Division), Tom Decker, (Chief of 

Operations), Scott Darling, (wildlife biologist, Species Section Supervisor), Mark Scott, (Director of 

Wildlife), Dr. Shawn Haskell(wildlife biologist), and Cathy Merrill (executive staff assistant). 

 

Guests:  Roy Kilburn, Berlin, Vermont and Clint Gray, Vermont Bear Hound Association. 

 

Chair Ames called the meeting to order at 5:03 p.m. 

 

Approval of March 25, 2010 Meeting Minutes 
 

Ms. Jones made a motion to accept the minutes, which was seconded by Mr. Baker.  The minutes 

were unanimously approved as written. 

 

New Board Member 

 

Chair Ames introduced Gary Gibbs, the newly-appointed Board member representing Addison 

County.  Mr. Gibbs, from Leicester, provided background on himself. 

 

Rulemaking Status 

 

David Englander informed the Board that the Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules 

(LCAR) did not have any substantive comments on any of the rules that the Board is scheduled to 

vote on tonight.  LCAR did ask, however, if the proposed changes to the access rule addressed the 

concerns of the public.  Mr. Englander assured LCAR that the new language did address the 

concerns. 

 

Third Vote:  Spring Snow Goose Conservation Order, § 35 
 

Mr. Baker made a motion to accept the proposal, which was seconded by Ms. Jones.  There was no 

discussion and the motion passed unanimously. 
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Third Vote:  Migratory Birds – Revision of 10 V.S.A., App. § 23:  incorporating 10 V.S.A., App. 

§ 24 into § 23; adding federal H.I.P. requirement 

 

Mr. Baker made a motion to accept the proposal, which was seconded by Ms. Jones.  There was no 

discussion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Third Vote:  Migratory Birds – “repeal” of 10 V.S.A., App. § 24 (see above) 

 

Mr. Driscoll made a motion to accept the proposal, which was seconded by Ms. Jones.  There was no 

discussion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Third Vote:  Fishing Regulation -- revision of 10 V.S.A., App. § 122 
 

Mr. Gallo made a motion to accept the proposal, which was seconded by Ms. Jones.  There was no 

discussion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Third Vote:  Fishing Regulation -- repeal App. § 110  

 

Mr. Gallo made a motion to accept the proposal, which was seconded by Mr. Spates.  There was no 

discussion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Third Vote:  Access Areas – revision of 10 V.S.A., App. § 115 
 

Mr. Spates made a motion to accept the proposal, which was seconded by Ms. Jones.  There was no 

discussion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

New Director of Wildlife 

 

Scott Darling introduced Mark Scott as the newly-hired Director of Wildlife.  Mr. Scott has worked 

in the Department’s Outreach Division since 1982.  In his new position, Mr. Scott will oversee all of 

the Department’s Wildlife Division programs.   

 

Presentation and First Vote:  2010 revision of 10 V.S.A., App. § 2c. – Antlerless Deer Season 

Permitting and Youth Season Recommendation 
 

Mr. Darling briefed the Board on the process the Department used to develop the recommendations 

now before the Board. 

 

Dr. Haskell reviewed the 2009 deer harvest and presented the Department’s recommendations for the 

2010 antlerless deer season permits and youth season. 

 

Dr. Haskell noted that the antler beam diameter decreased in the most recent deer harvest.  He said if 

the antler beam diameter decreases again in 2010, the Department will look at options which could 

include increasing the antler restriction to three points on a side.  Any proposed changes will be well 

publicized. 
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The Department is recommending issuing 25,200 antlerless permits statewide, which translates to an 

estimated 6,500 antlerless deer taken during all three seasons (archery, youth, and muzzleloader). 

 

Mr. Baker said the western foothills are overpopulated, specifically in the Pittsford and Mendon 

areas.  Dr. Haskell said the rifle hunter sighting rates in those wildlife management units (WMUs) 

didn’t justify adding more permits.   

 

Mr. Gallo made a motion to accept the Department’s proposal, which was seconded by Mr. Roy.  

 

Mr. Baker made a motion to add 200 antlerless permits to each WMU I and WMU L; the motion was 

seconded by Mr. Barrows. 

 

When asked for his opinion on the motion, Dr. Haskell said he was not concerned for those particular 

WMUs, but was concerned that the number of muzzleloader hunters is limited, and it would not be 

good practice to take antlerless permits out of one WMU to use in another.  Dr. Haskell said the deer 

team’s recommendation is based on a model and sighting rates, and he did not recommend moving 

permits haphazardly from one unit to another. 

 

Commissioner Laroche suggested if the Board wanted additional antlerless permits, they should be 

added to the total; not taken from other WMUs.  There was discussion on the merits of increasing the 

permit numbers.   

 

The Board voted unanimously in favor of Mr. Baker’s motion to add 200 permits to each WMU I and 

WMU L, increasing the total antlerless permits to 25,600. 

 

There was no further discussion and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the proposed antlerless 

season and youth season as amended. 

 

Mr. Baker encouraged the Department to clarify the harvest limits for each of the three seasons and in 

total.  He said clarification is needed in the 2010 Guide of Hunting, Fishing & Trapping on pages 27 

and 28 regarding the legal bag limits for muzzleloader and bow season. 

 

The Board recommended holding a hearing regarding the proposed antlerless recommendations.   

Chair Ames recommended the hearing be scheduled for mid-June and held in Montpelier.   

 

Moose & Turkey Hearings 

 

Hearings are scheduled for May 19 regarding the proposed moose and turkey regulations.  The 

hearings will be held in the auditorium of the Pavilion Office Building in Montpelier; turkey 

beginning at 6:00 p.m.; moose at 7:00 p.m.  The Board will hold its regularly scheduled monthly 

meeting the following Wednesday, May 26, and will take a second vote on both the turkey and moose 

proposals at that meeting.   

 

Legislative Update   

 

Commissioner Laroche gave the Board an update on legislative proposals. 
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Early Muzzleloader Season 

 

Commissioner Laroche said that in August/September, the Department will bring a recommendation 

to the Board for a four-day early muzzleloader season to take effect in 2011.  He said that the timing 

of the season will be challenging as the season would need to be scheduled to minimize conflicts with 

other hunting seasons.  Commissioner Laroche said the Department would be surveying the public 

on-line for its preference regarding the season dates.   

 

Roundtable 

 

There was a concern raised regarding charges the City of Burlington is levying at its fishing access; 

the access was paid for with Fish & Wildlife monies, however, the US Coast Guard owns it.  

Commissioner Laroche said the Department will look into the issue.   

 

Commissioner Laroche said he attended a conference about cormorants that presented excellent 

information and good discussion on the cormorants’ effect on fisheries.  Senator Leahy was in 

attendance and said he would work to secure funds to deal with the problem on Lake Champlain.   

 

As a follow-up to the forward-looking infrared (FLIR) camera study on moose, Commissioner 

Laroche said the estimated moose population is 2.4 moose per square mile at a minimum. 

 

Ms. Jones is hearing inquiries that the bobcat season is too short; she was referred to Department 

wildlife biologist Kim Royar. 

 

Mr. Spates asked if and when WMU delineation changes would be considered.  Commissioner 

Laroche said the Department may propose WMU changes next year.   

 

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Spates, and seconded by Ms. Jones.  The meeting adjourned at 

8:03 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

/s/cpm 

 

Catherine Pirie Merrill 

Executive Staff Assistant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


